
What’s with the
FROGS?

Frog deformities
and their causes

How you can help
Observe frogs and other amphibians you 
encounter for missing limbs, extra limbs, or
deformed limbs

Report frog deformities at the websites below, and 
include photos and location information   
    North American Reporting Center for
    Amphibian Malformations (google “narcam”) 
    Dr. Pieter Johnson Laboratory, U. Colorado
    www.colorado.edu/eeb/facultysites/pieter 
    email: pieter.johnson@colorado.edu

LLearn more about amphibians and their 
conservation issues at www.amphibiaweb.org
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The parasite life cycle
 

The flatworm's eggs hatch in water and infect 
rams horn snails. Infected snails eventually 
release large numbers of tiny free swimming 
parasites, which find and attack the developing 
limblimbs of tadpoles. As the tadpoles develop, 
their limbs become deformed, duplicated, or 
even fail to grow at all. Crippled frogs make easy 
prey for birds and other predators, which 

eventually become infected by the adult stage of 
the parasite and can then distribute the parasite's 
eggs to other water bodies through their feces. 


